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Fig.2 The proposed degradation pathway of sulforaphene'®!
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Recent progress in the study of natural active isothiocyanates
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(College of Life Science and Technology, Beijing University of Chemical Technology, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract; Isothiocyanates are phytochemical constituents of cruciferous vegetables and have been widely studied in

recent years as potential chemopreventive compounds. This review summarizes and compares different isolation and

purification methods employed in isothiocyanate research. The major chemopreventive properties of isothiocyanates

are also reviewed and discussed. The potential applications of isothiocyanates, and the metabolism, stability and

formulation of isothiocyanates are discussed. New research opportunities are identified based on the review of exist-

ing studies of isothiocyanates, and these may lead to new methods of chemopreventive therapy.
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